
The BLE.
For agriculture and food



The federal office employs over 
1,500 people, 
200 of whom work at sea.

The BLE operates 6 ships, 
which are also involved in the work of the 
“Maritime Safety and Security Centre” (MSZ) in 
Cuxhaven.

Over 600 publications about  
food and agriculture 
are available for download from 
www.ble medienservice.de.

The BLE is developing over  
260 IT processes 
in a modern, hyper-converged  
data processing centre.

Almost 700,000 tons of fruit and 
 vegetables, which are subject to 
 standards, 
are inspected upon import and export each year.

Each year, on behalf of BMEL BLE 
invests around 370 million euros 
In research funding.

Achieving a “work-life balance”  
is an honoured promise. 
The BLE offers over 1,000 remote jobs.

The BLE trains its employees:  
on land and sea.

Over 300 tendering processes  
are handled each year. 
The BLE provides administrative services – its cli-

ents include the German Bundestag and the Federal 

Chancellor’s Office.

The team from the consumer division 
responds to over 10,000 enquiries 
from citizens each year.



A secure supply of 
sustainable food, 
produced by a future-
proof agricultural 
system, based in strong 
rural areas: the Federal 
Office for Agriculture and 
Food (BLE) is working 
towards these goals.

 
 
The federal office headquarters are located in Bonn. It 
supports the Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
(BMEL) through the implementation of strategies and 
measures across a broad range of topics concerning 
agriculture and food. The focus is on:

 → Securing and stabilising the agricultural market
 → Supporting funded projects and federal programmes
 → Providing information to a wide audience 

The federal office also acts as an administrative ser-
vice-provider for the BMEL. This service is also offered 
to other agencies and federal administrative bodies. The 
BLE’s IT facilities are based at a data processing centre 
certified to the IT security standard ISO 27001 to ensure 
everything runs smoothly.



Securing and stabilising the 
agricultural market

Quality controls, transparency and traceability are vital 
to ensure that we can enjoy good quality food. Guarantee-
ing food supply in the case of emergency, such as a natural 
disaster, is another important part of securing the supply 
chain. Finally, stability of prices within the agricultural 
sector across the EU helps to ensure that consumers pay 
appropriate prices and that producers can be remunerated 
at a fair rate.

 → In its role as a market regulatory body and  
EU-appointed paying agency, the BLE also supports 
EU-wide price stability through interventions and 
stock holding.

 → The BLE issues import and export licences for 
 agricultural commodities within the EU-wide 
 movement of goods.

 → The federal office carries out a range of inspection 
tasks both on land and at sea.

 → The BLE monitors the German emergency food 
supply for use in an emergency.



Supporting funded projects  
and federal programmes

Applying research findings and scientific knowledge in 
practice, driving forward innovation and promoting 
 international co-operation: as a project sponsor, the BLE 
is commissioned by the Federal Ministry for Food and 
 Agriculture (BMEL) to accompany research projects from 
their inception to practical maturity and so offers  incentives 
for investment.

The topics span the entire supply chain within the food and 
agriculture sectors. All of the projects share the characteris-
tics of future viability and sustainability.



Topics covered by the BLE as a  
project sponsor

 → Sustainable agriculture

 → Animal welfare

 → Sustainable fishing and aquaculture

 → Healthy nutrition

 → Organic farming

 → Biological diversity

 → Rural development

 → EU research topics

 → International co-operation and world food affairs

 → Consumer protection

The BLE oversees numerous  
programs of the BMEL
These include, for example:

 → Federal Scheme for Organic Farming and Other 
Forms of Sustainable Agriculture (BÖLN)

 → Digitalization and AI in the agriculture and food 
industry

 → Federal programm for rural development (BULE)

 → Farm animal husbandry

 → Energy efficiency

 → Innovation Support Programme

 → Arable farming strategy



Providing information  
to a wide audience

Independent and reliable information is important 
for a differentiated formation of opinion. The BLE 
provides a broad public and special target groups from 
agricultural practice or nutritional advice with up-to-date 
information. The agency’s media offerings range from 
websites, newsletters and printed materials to events, press 
relations and social media activities.

The “Federal Information Center for Agriculture” (BZL) 
provides information on agriculture. It also focuses on 
fisheries, horticulture, viticulture, beekeeping and the 
food industry. The aim is to promote a more sustaina-
ble and socially accepted agriculture through reliable 
information.

The “Federal Centre for Nutrition” (BZfE) supports a 
more efficient and sustainable handling of food across 
the entire food chain. The objective is to enable people 
to lead healthy and more sustainable lifestyles. In order 
to achieve this, BZfE collates information, structures it 
and then provides the results in a user-friendly way to 
the relevant target audience.

The “German Network Unit” (DVS) is tasked with 
bringing dedicated people in rural regions together and 
supporting them through the facilitation of knowledge 
transfers. It provides information to a wide trade public 
via events and the media.

In addition, further units of the BLE, such as the in-
house federal programmes, provide their target audi-
ences with suitable information on topics ranging from 
organic farming to biological diversity and digitalisation 
in agriculture.



Contact and Legal Notice

Federal Office for Agriculture and Food

Office address 
Deichmanns Aue 29, 53179 Bonn

Postal address 
D 53168 Bonn

Phone: +49 (0)228 6845-0 
Fax: +49 (0)30 1810 6845-3444 
Website: www.ble.de 
Email: info@ble.de

President: Dr. Hanns-Christoph Eiden 
Vice President: Dr. Christine Natt

VAT ID No. in line with Section 27a of the  
German Value Added Tax Act (UStG): DE 114 110 249

Hamburg office 
Haubachstraße 86, D 22765 Hamburg 
Phone: +49 (0)228 6845-5034 
Fax: +49 (0)30 1810 6845-9200

Munich office 
Schäftlarnstraße 10, D 81371 München 
Phone: +49 (0)89 746347-0 
Fax: +49 (0)30 1810 6845-2111

Weimar office 
August-Baudert-Platz  4, D 99423 Weimar 
Phone: +49 (0)228 6845-5674 
Fax: +49 (0)30 1810 6845-9100
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